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HPTF 2009 – The OpenVMS Story




	HP Technology Forum 2009
The HPTF was held in the city of Las Vegas in the United States from 15th to 18th June this year.

The event was opened by Tom Ionatti, followed by a presentation by Ann Livermore. She gave an over view of hp’s strategies and directions for the future. She pointed out that hp held the 1st or 2nd position in all categories! And HP is the world’s leading data center company. 

Coming to our OpenVMS business specifically, there were totally 19 sessions for VMS ​​​this year, as compared to 13 last year. Six of these sessions, were delivered by the VMS engineering team and eight sessions were delivered by partners and consultants of VMS. We had 5 “Meet the experts” sessions. All of these sessions had very good attendance and had active participation from audience. 

Shobha’s session on OpenVMS Strategy and Roadmap was the first among VMS sessions. It was  very well received and the audience participation was fantastic.  She outlined our strategy and directions for VMS and explained the roadmap. The response was so good that Shobha has been requested to make the same presentation in a webinar for our partners who missed to attend HPTF! Watch out for announcements on this shortly. Open source components on VMS was a keenly discussed topic and generated a lot of interaction between the audience and the speaker.

The Special Interest Group (SIG) meeting for VMS community was held next. This is the “Connect” SIG meeting that is conducted every year for all SIG of all technologies. SIGs are very important forum to get customer feedback and helps in advocacy to a great extent. The very involved and committed VMS SIG members gave a lot of ideas and shared their thoughts on VMS market and customers. As a SIG leader for VMS, I have charted a plan to expand the SIG membership to include more customers. This will help in increasing mind share and visibility for VMS to a larger spread of audience. 

Keith Parris, our VMS ambassadors held 2 sessions, Using Shadow sets With More Than Three Members and OpenVMS Disaster Tolerance Update. Both these sessions were well attended and had wide appreciation from audience.  Keith updated the audience on the trends that he was seeing with customers’ DR requirements. A shadow set with more than 3 members is a feature that   is eagerly anticipated by customers.  He presented many success and a few limitations of DR setups. This was a very well received session.

K E Prashanth started day 2 with a great presentation on OpenVMS on Integrity c-class Blades. Customers were planning for blades as a part of their It strategy. There were lots of interest in technologies Virtual connect and Virtual media. OpenVMS system management tools were expected to work on par with other platforms. This session gave a good insight of customer expects and values the most from OpenVMS. There were suggestions on fixing alignment faults that are present in VMS, proactively. It was attended by over 30 people and he got excellent feedback on his content delivery and flair.

Nilakantan Mahadevan did a great presentation on OpenVMS Clusters over TCP/IP and he is gaining popularity among VMS customers as an able presenter and speaker. Way to go Nil! Customers were happy about getting this feature into VMS. Many of them were looking forward to using it in their environments.  They were looking out for security considerations that we have planned for the future releases.  In the “meet the expert” session, customers requested for features like ease of configuration, manageability and QOS tagging in our future releases. IPv6 is not planned for initial release and this seems ok for now, but going forward, customer expects this to be in the roadmap beyond 8.4. The technology content and demo was very well appreciated. 

Shyam Sankar Gopalakrishnan’ s superb presentation on  OpenVMS as a Guest in an HP Virtual Machine Environment was the last one day two before the gala closing ceremony, against all odds, there were over 40 people for  this session that turned out to be the most interactive.    The audience engaged in discussions by sharing their experience on  how one can deploy OpenVMS guest in their environment and also provided inputs on the migrating from physical to virtual environments.   In the “Meet the expert” session, customer wanted additional features on shared storage functionality in OpenVMS guest clusters. His presentation was the most interactive with audience! 

The new addition to this year’s HPTF was “Meet the expert” sessions. The speaker who is an expert in the topic that he presented get 1-1 time with a few customers who want to have their specific queries answered. This was a welcome idea and it helped us understand customer expectations from hp platforms and technology in the future.  There were a lot of queries on compliance issues like SOX and security audits in their environments. The entire engineering team was present for this session with customers. 

All the above presentations will be posted in galaxy in a few days from now. The presentations made by our partners and consultant will be available by July 10th  in the portal. I will give you a heads up once it is posted. 

The engineering and the management team spent considerable time with OpenVMS customer and partners on a 1-1 basis to gain insights from them on their business and markets they operated in.

 

To give you a snap shot of the opening key notes by Ann Livermore please read on. She delved deeper into the following focus areas for hp:

1. Datacenter transformation, 

2. Information explosion and 

3. Everything as a service.

 While managing data centers, she emphasized that we focus on efficiency, through automation, virtualization and drive solutions on business continuity and high availability. We are driving solutions around performance optimized Data Centers. We all know and agree that there is information explosion around us which needs governance, services and infrastructure to manage the information explosion. This crystallizes to our new mantra “Everything as a service”.  That includes Adaptive infrastructure, Technology enablers,  IT  Applications, Business Services.

She pointed that we were the largest server vendors shipping a server every second! Boy! Aren’t we proud of the company that we are all part of! 

Ann’s speech was followed by a presentation by Paul Miller on marketing strategies.

A scintillating presentation by Prith Banerjee head of hp labs captivated the audience next. He described the projects that hp was working on for the future that would place hp as a technology leader, thought leader and impacting and improving the lives of people.

Prith highlighted the global footprint of HP labs by saying that hp labs are spread all over the world and that our R&D investments and projects are focused on driving inventions that will differentiate hp well in the market place of the future. Some of the highlights of his presentation were hp’s R & D advancements in photonic interconnects, plastic reflective displays, in color. There were very well received by the audience who were enthralled with this presentation. 

The top priorities that he identified are: - 

1. Digital Commercial Print

2. Intelligent transformation 

3. Immersive interaction

4. Information Management 

5. Cloud

6. Analytics

7. Sustainability

For in-depth details on each of the above, recommend that you  the see  HP Technology Forum & Expo 2009 .

In effect the HPTF provided a good opportunity for the OpenVMS engineering and management team   to meet and understand customers, partners, ambassadors consultants and evangelists who are a significant part of the eco system.  

Sujatha 

OpenVMS Engineering 



